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The occidental mind revolted more than once in the
nineteenth century, against the 'excesses' of Eastern reli-
gious sensibility. Such a reaction was both intellectually
and politically inevitable. For just as the late romantics
ceased to be inspired by the exploits of the French Revo-
lution and quickly forgot the enthusiasm of their youth
for either literary or social reform, in the same manner
many of them turned awav from India and took refuge
in a ourely medieval conceation of life (the Roman Ca-
tholic Church, for instance) or in the political reaction
that set in all over Eurooe after the downfall of Naoo-
leon. On the one hand, we shall find them oreoccupied
with the natriotir themes of nationalistic revival, on the
other, with w^at in literarv historv we are accustomed to
call the Victorian attitude to life, the romanticism of
scientific progress and the liberalism of humanitarian
advancement. That is the reason whv we have devoted
so much soace to a discussion of Friedrich Schlegel. In
him indeed, we find reflected the solit of sensibilitv bet-
ter than in anv other con tern nor arv writer, except per-
haos Goethe. The resoonse of the German mind to In-
dia, from the be<nnninsr of the nineteenth century on-
wards, was coloured bv that sarre conflict and dualism*
It is a peculiar form of twentieth-century wish-fulfil-
ment, particularly in India, which deceives itself into
believing that Germany at nil times, responded whole-
heartedly to the 'appeal of the East9.

Before discussing Goethe himself, let us look at
some other romantics in Germany. Most of them were
less aware of this conflict. They indeed responded to